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1.  Discuss the covenants we typically engage in.  (ie. marriage, contracts of  various kinds)  What is it in our culture/nature that causes us to bypass our good intentions and instead of looking for every possible way to keep our covenants we instead look for loopholes?  What kinds of practices might we as God's people engage in to encourage a reversal of this trend.

2. Share experiences from your own life when you've been almost out of hope - and God provided a "leaf," a glimmer of hope.

3. What promises from God are you clinging to today - of which you need a timely reminder that God will not dishonor His Word?

4. Discuss the tension between our call and our desire to live holy lives before God and the fact that His keeping of His promises is not dependent on our behaviour but on His honor.  How do we keep from an attitude of presumptuousness that He'll be faithful no matter what?

5. What does it do to your spiritual confidence when you realize that Jesus' death (symbolized in Communion) was actually a continuation of a covenant theme established thousands of years in advance.  Isn't it cool that salvation was in God's heart for thousands and thousands of years.

